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Studies on genetic variability for yield and yield traits in
rice (Oryza sativa L.)

W Ashish Goswami

SUMMARY

Genetic variability in any crop ispre-requisite for selection of superior genotypes over the existing cultivars. IntheAsia
and Pacificregion, riceisthe main staple food and the most important source of employment and incomefor rural people.
Knowledge of variability and heritability of yield and its contributing traits hel psin the selection of appropriate strategy
for a breeding programme for evolving superior varieties. Therefore, the present investigation was conducted to assess
the variability present in F, hybrids and their parents for yield and yield contributing traits. In present study, Variance
analysis for all the characters revealed significant variation among the genotypes studied, indicating the existence of
sufficient amount of variability. The GCV, PCV, broad sense heritability and genetic advances as percent of mean suggested
number of panicle bearing tillers per plant, spikeletsfertility, plant height, paniclelength, number of spikelets per panicle,
test weight, and grain yield per plant wereimportant contributing traits and sel ection based on these traits would be most
effective.
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